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The I nfluences of
Educators Can Las

Later this month, 1 will cele- | preferred teaching and g
brate another milestone in my dfe : I n g t he

my 66 birthday. As another year b f th i
comes and goes, | not only count m ecause of the opportun

blessings, but | also find myself re- ¥ 3 - take them from places no
flecting on my 45 years in education a"=r
and the individuals who helped molg wanted to be to places na

me along the way. ever thought they could g
When | look back over the course ,

of my career, five specific individuals £ 4 you are going to be a good coach
who mentored and influenced me in e you need to learn to take care of
some way come readily to mind. All e equi pment . 6 He
five are uniquely special to me be- 3 school didndt h
cause they demonstrated by their to be irresponsible or wasteful. | n
example how a teacher can positive- _ ) e?forgot that lesson.
ly impact the students entrustedto EXecut i ve DI r e gt @ fand Coach Cottrell also
their care. Each of them epitomized taught me to have patience, espe@
what the perspective of educationabught me how planning is essentialith students, as they had patieng
athletics is all about. While so mantp any success. His favorite sayingwith me. Although my coaching c3
individuals took time out of their wasdo Pl anni ng pr e vreenbegan vith andbakseesan §d
busy schedules to mentor and teachKEN BELL. Although | was one seso season, these two men
me along the way, these five individght out of college with no experi- stood by me and believed in me.
als where important during initial ence, Mr. Bell had enough faith in iiteey gave me the opportunity to
steps of my career. | was blessed to hire me to teach biology and to Ibeild the program. Two years late
have them in my life and truly appréte head football and track coach. &w team won the state football
ciate them today. my first principal, he taught me thatthampionship. | will be forever
FRED COTTRELL. Atage 21 Iwas a teacher first and foremost aggateful for their example, for bein
began my teaching and coaching ¢hat a good coach was a good teagreat teachers to dand for believ
reer as a biology teacher, head foatr. He also taught me about doing itinggin me.
ball coach, assistant basketball coéittte things right and to have the ntHERMAN L. 0BUB
and head track coach at Douglassative to be task oriented and not tirS8€OTT. As | look back over my
High School (Kansas). Fred was aoriented.
assistant coach on my staff and He stressed the importance of betyself doing anything other than
served as head basketball coach. ing responsible for equipment, eveteaching, coaching, and being an
While working alongside Fred, |  though I learned that lesson the hamdnistrator. Foremost, | never
learned by watching and listening tway. As the track coach, | left a tagreamed that | would have the op
him. He taught me valuable princi-measure on the field one afternoorportunity to serve as Executive Di
ples that have been instrumental irafter practice, and the custodian rector for the Alabama High Schoq
my life. He taught me how to be a found it and gave it to Mr. Bell. TheAthletic Association.
coach and the necessity of a solid next day he came to my biology class-
work ethic. He emphasized the im+oom and took me into my small of-CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
portance of loving kids,andhe f i c e. He scolded me pretty harq
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Savarese Cofmemttianegd from

Mr. Scott, who was Executive Director of Both Mr. Scott and Mr. Washburn were
the AHSAA when | was in high school atexamples of men with high integrity and
Leeds, came to see me right after | was Biredg moral fiber, and | am forever grate
and told me about two books that would foe the impact they have had on my life.
instrumental in my success as Executive DIUSTIN. And finally, the last individual
rector. First, he wantitodnertionhseeally mavedthan a pe
bookdé (Bi bl e); s e cson #ortedehers,cachels and admehist
know AHSAA Handbook. tors, sometimes the most influential pers
His advice was always absolutely righinaheir lives is a student that was placed
the mark. He and | shared lunch togetheburo c | as st oomdéose t
many times until he passed away. Thosedo make my point. Justin taught me that &
lunches were a time for me to listen and high school educator, until you understa
learn. Two Bible verses remind me of highe environment each child comes from,
kindness, compassion and wise counsely ou candot be the b
Hebrews 13:% a yRemember those whiomportant to know that every child is di
led you, who spoke the word of God to ytereahdnd that every child is possibly dea
considering the result of their conduct, inmitgteitheihallenges and obstacles in thei
faith. o lives that could affect what they do in
AndProverbs 1:5tateso A wi s e schoaln  wi | |
hear and increase in learning, and a man of yodezxpect all children to be the sam
standing wi | acquirés wjiset conansgdi
Every day, I am r énmnlilearded @l choldren Me differént an
impact and influence on this associationand t i | you under st a
myself. best out of them. For me, | preferred teag
DAN WASHBURN. The first six i ng and coaching t
months on this job, | shadowed Mr. Washecause of the opportunity to take them
burn, who was retiring after 17 years in them places no one wanted to be to place
position of Executive Director. The time Ino one ever thought they could get to.
spent with him during those monthstrain-o Just i né t aught me
ing in hio ¢ | a wasmprcelesd He taugintd every child can be successful at his |
me to be consistent with the rules and ndwarlevel of achievement. If you believe i
deviate regardless of whatever outside irfludents and show them you care, there
ences there might be. He constantly remnadhing they cannot accomplish. All stu-
ed me that the rules were written by the dents can learn.
member schools, and regardless of my own thank all our educators who are men
personal opinion, the rules must be upheiors and role modelghose who teach, not
He would say, ol f @nlybywhatthey say laut alscabg whatn
member schools wildo. change it. 6
Thank goodness he is still just a phone God bless our administrators, teachers
call away. | seek his counsel often. and coaches!!
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AHSAA Executive Director Steve Savare
former head coach at Benjamin Russell Hig
School, returned to Alexander City Septeml
28 to help honor one of his former players
Terrell Owens.Owensd number| 80 |
came the first number retired at BRHS. He grad-
uated from Benjamin Russell in 1991. Savafese
coached at Benjamin Russell from 198%
compiling a 9@8 record before finishing his

coaching career with stops at Daphne and
McGill-Toolen Catholic high schools. He had

been AHSAA Executive Director since 2007.
Owensplayed collegiately at Tennessee

Chattanooga before embarking on a Hall of Fam
career in the NFL from 192®10. One of the greal
est wide receivers in the history of the NFL, he ig the
only player to score a receiving touchdown agairjst all
32 NFL teams. He finished his career with 1,078|re-
ceptions for 15,934 yards and 156 total touchdoyns
(153 receiving). He was inducted into the Pro Foptball
Hall of Fame in 2018 and into the Alabama Spor{s
Hall of Fame last May.

ol would Iike to

thagpk all the

coaches who

their time and energy into the development of every

BRHS studertt hl et e, especially |Terrel
Sept. 28 ceremony. olt is |a
personal commitment, and will power that he became ong of the
best football players of all timeost recently being inducted
into the NFL Hall of Fame. He Earned It!
OFurthermore, I
standing student at BRHS. His education from his excellgnt
teachers propelled him to not only receive a college education,
but to become a successful
Inducted into the Pro HOF with Owens in the Class of 2918
was Robert Brazille of Vigor High School.
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