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Pafwe       Later this month, I will cele-

brate another milestone in my life ð 

my 66th birthday.  As another year 

comes and goes, I not only count my 

blessings, but I also find myself re-

flecting on my 45 years in education 

and the individuals who helped mold 

me along the way. 

   When I look back over the course 

of my career, five specific individuals 

who mentored and influenced me in 

some way come readily to mind. All 

five are uniquely special to me be-

cause they demonstrated by their 

example how a teacher can positive-

ly impact the students entrusted to 

their care. Each of them epitomized 

what the perspective of educational 

athletics is all about. While so many 

individuals took time out of their 

busy schedules to mentor and teach 

me along the way, these five individu-

als where important during initial 

steps of my career. I was blessed to 

have them in my life and truly appre-

ciate them today. 

   FRED COTTRELL.   At age 21 I 

began my teaching and coaching ca-

reer as a biology teacher, head foot-

ball coach, assistant basketball coach 

and head track coach at Douglass 

High School (Kansas). Fred was an 

assistant coach on my staff and 

served as head basketball coach. 

While working alongside Fred, I 

learned by watching and listening to 

him. He taught me valuable princi-

ples that have been instrumental in 

my life. He taught me how to be a 

coach and the necessity of a solid 

work ethic. He emphasized the im-

portance of loving kids, and he 

taught me how planning is essential 

to any success. His favorite saying 

was òPlanning prevents problems.ó 

   KEN BELL.  Although I was 

right out of college with no experi-

ence, Mr. Bell had enough faith in me 

to hire me to teach biology and to be 

the head football and track coach. As 

my first principal, he taught me that I 

was a teacher first and foremost and 

that a good coach was a good teach-

er. He also taught me about doing the 

little things right and to have the initi-

ative to be task oriented and not time 

oriented.  

    He stressed the importance of be-

ing responsible for equipment, even 

though I learned that lesson the hard 

way. As the track coach, I left a tape 

measure on the field one afternoon 

after practice, and the custodian 

found it and gave it to Mr. Bell. The 

next day he came to my biology class-

room and took me into my small of-

fice. He scolded me pretty hard. òIf 

you are going to be a good coach, 

you need to learn to take care of your 

equipment.ó He emphasized the 

school didnõt have the money for me 

to be irresponsible or wasteful. I nev-

er forgot that lesson. 

   Mr. Bell and Coach Cottrell also 

taught me to have patience, especially 

with students, as they had patience 

with me. Although my coaching ca-

reer began with one bad season and 

one so-so season, these two men 

stood by me and believed in me. 

They gave me the opportunity to 

build the program. Two years later, 

our team won the state football 

championship.  I will be forever 

grateful for their example, for being 

great teachers to me ð and for believ-

ing in me. 

  HERMAN L. òBUBBAó 

SCOTT. As I look back over my 

career, I never dreamed or thought of 

myself doing anything other than 

teaching, coaching, and being an ad-

ministrator. Foremost, I never 

dreamed that I would have the op-

portunity to serve as Executive Di-

rector for the Alabama High School 

Athletic Association.  
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The Influences of High School 

Educators Can Last a Lifetime 

I preferred teaching and coach-

ing the òJustinsó of the world 

because of  the opportunity to 

take them from places no one 

wanted to be to places no one 

ever thought they could get to. 



 

    

 Mr. Scott, who was Executive Director of 

the AHSAA when I was in high school at 

Leeds, came to see me right after I was hired 

and told me about two books that would be 

instrumental in my success as Executive Di-

rector. First, he said òthe good 

bookó (Bible); second, he said read and 

know AHSAA Handbook.  

     His advice was always absolutely right on 

the mark. He and I shared lunch together 

many times until he passed away. Those 

lunches were a time for me to listen and 

learn. Two Bible verses remind me of his 

kindness, compassion and wise counsel.  

     Hebrews 13:7 says, òRemember those who 

led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and 

considering the result of their conduct, imitate their 

faith.ó  

    And Proverbs 1:5 states: òA wise man will 

hear and increase in learning, and a man of under-

standing will acquire wise counsel.ó  

   Every day, I am reminded of Mr. Scottõs 

impact and influence on this association and 

myself.   

   DAN WASHBURN.  The first six 

months on this job, I shadowed Mr. Wash-

burn, who was retiring after 17 years in the 

position of Executive Director. The time I 

spent with him during those months train-

ing in his òclassroomó was priceless. He taught 

me to be consistent with the rules and never 

deviate regardless of whatever outside influ-

ences there might be. He constantly remind-

ed me that the rules were written by the 

member schools, and regardless of my own 

personal opinion, the rules must be upheld. 

He would say, òIf a rule is a bad one, the 

member schools will change it.ó 

    Thank goodness he is still just a phone 

call away. I seek his counsel often. 

    Both Mr. Scott and Mr. Washburn were 

examples of men with high integrity and 

strong moral fiber, and I am forever grateful 

for the impact they have had on my life.  

    JUSTIN. And finally, the last individual I 

want to mention is really more than a per-

son. For teachers, coaches and administra-

tors, sometimes the most influential person 

in their lives is a student that was placed in 

our òclassroomó. I choose the name òJustinó 

to make my point. Justin taught me that as a 

high school educator, until you understand 

the environment each child comes from, 

you canõt be the best educator you can be. It 

is important to know that every child is dif-

ferent and that every child is possibly deal-

ing with challenges and obstacles in their 

lives that could affect what they do in 

school.  

    If you expect all children to be the same, 

itõs just not going to happen. Through Jus-

tin, I learned all children are different, and 

until you understand that, you canõt get the 

best out of them. For me, I preferred teach-

ing and coaching the òJustinsó of the world 

because of the opportunity to take them 

from places no one wanted to be to places 

no one ever thought they could get to. 

  òJustinó taught me every child can learn 

and every child can be successful at his or 

her level of achievement. If you believe in 

students and show them you care, there is 

nothing they cannot accomplish. All stu-

dents can learn. 

     I thank all our educators who are men-

tors and role models- those who teach, not 

only by what they say but also by what they 

do. 

   God bless our administrators, teachers 

and coaches!! 
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 ¢ŜǊǊŜƭƭ hǿŜƴǎΩ bƻΦ ул 

WŜǊǎŜȅ wŜǝǊŜŘ ŀǘ .wI{ 
    AHSAA Executive Director Steve Savarese, 

former head coach at Benjamin Russell High 

School, returned to Alexander City September 

28 to help honor one of his former players  

Terrell Owens. Owensõ number 80 jersey be-

came the first number retired at BRHS. He grad-

uated from Benjamin Russell in 1991. Savarese 

coached at Benjamin Russell from 1985-1996 

compiling a 96-38 record before finishing his 

coaching career with stops at Daphne and 

McGill-Toolen Catholic high schools. He has 

been AHSAA Executive Director since 2007.  

  Owens played collegiately at Tennessee-

Chattanooga before embarking on a Hall of Fame 

career in the NFL from 1996-2010. One of the great-

est wide receivers in the history of the NFL, he is the 

only player to score a receiving touchdown against all 

32 NFL teams. He finished his career with 1,078 re-

ceptions for 15,934 yards and 156 total touchdowns 

(153 receiving). He was inducted into the Pro Football 

Hall of Fame in 2018 and into the Alabama Sports 

Hall of Fame last May.  

     òI would like to thank all the coaches who invested 

their time and energy into the development of every 

BRHS student-athlete, especially Terrell,ó Savarese said at the 

Sept. 28 ceremony. òIt is a testament to Terrellõs work ethic, 

personal commitment, and will power that he became one of the 

best football players of all time - most recently being inducted 

into the NFL Hall of Fame. He Earned It! 

   òFurthermore, I am most proud of Terrell for being an out-

standing student at BRHS.  His education from his excellent 

teachers propelled him to not only receive a college education, 

but to become a successful promoter and businessman.ó 

   Inducted into the Pro HOF with Owens in the Class of 2018 

was Robert Brazille of Vigor High School. 

 

IN THE PHOTOS: (Top, from left) AHSAA  

Executive Directors Dan Washburn, Herman 

L. Bubba Scott, Steve Savarese; (Middle) Sa-

varese with former player Pro and ASHOF Hall of Famer Terrell Owens; (bottom) 

Savarese with former player and NFL Great Cornelius Bennett. 


