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'/% celebrated Thanksgiving

Nov. 22 and, in a few weeks, will
celebrating Christmas. Both holi-
days are very important in our ng
tionds history
nities for families and guests to
spend time together and share t
true blessings in life faith, family,
and love.

Both holidays serve to remind
just how much we have to be tha
ful for. We have our faith to belie
our families and friends to love a
to share life with, and we have t
blessings we receive by living in
such a great nation.

As | wish each of you a blessed
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valuable component of athletic i
volvement.

Why do we do what we do?
do it for the students, so for the
am especially thankful. Their ent

p psiasmtamnd-eagerness to succeed

us aware of our purpose as teac
They keep us young at heart, an
through their success we are re-
minded that what we do daily for
these children does make a diffe
ence. As | watch studeathletes
compete with zeal and enthusia
regardless of talent or ability, | re
niscence on memories when | wé

Savar e §1e r age and recall some of the &

ays of my life. My hope is as thg

DI 1 sfuGeht@det older, they will also

holiday season, | also feel the needitten by our member schools. flect on their athletic experiences
to mention some values | am esp#Ve live in a world where it seemsand positively use them in their d
cially thankful for what we learnedo many are turning away from thieves. | am thankful for everything
as youngsters that we now try to values we were taught as youngsyens.do for our students.
teach our children. Hosting frienddowever, interscholastic athletics Recently, a national study sho
and family has always been an exaad-other extracurricular activitiestudents who participate in high
l ent ti me t o p ugrovidewpportdritieds apportuai-osthoof athtetics and other challe
w a rotreating each guest with reties for students to learn many of ing extracurricular activities are
spect and appreciation. As a guestose lifdong lessons that have much more likely to do volunteer
it has always been an excellent tilmeen the bedrock of our nation. work and participate in charitabl
to show appreciation to our hosts While | fully recognize the im- endeavors when they reach adul
and to display the character and mense passion that accents our dtbed. This is not accidental or ju
manners that our parents strived &gtic events, it is imperative to putcoincident. These students want
diligently to teach us. You get to our games in perspective. We haserve others because somewher
teach these attributes every time gome wonderful rivalries among alown the road, a teacher or coag
host an event at your school. schools, but it is more important led by example and taught them
| am thankful for our member that these rivalries recognize the value of service, humility, and ki
school leadershéfpof the adminis- worthiness of and respect the othness. | am thankful for you being
trators, teachers and coachedio er 6 s opponent trbl@amodd, eaching byvexampil
embrace those ideals and teach ld®e game. Every day we witnessand being someone who student
sons daily by their own examplesstime great examples of how our can look up to.
doing so, they are preparing the schools are playing the game by th&s we approach the conclusio
youth of today to be even better rules, playing with passion and ddhe first semester of this school
leaders tomorrow. termination, and when the contesyear, | would like to take this opp
| am thankful for the AHSAA is over, congratulating the oppo- tunity to wish our students, coac
Central Board of Control, the Legisent for their efforts as well. | amand administrators, your families
lative Council and the AHSAA fanthankful for educators who exemg@id friends a very Merry Christmiis
ily who dl diligently stresstheseval- fy the lifelong lesson that whetherand alAWESOME New Year.
ues daily and take pride in upholdheir school wins or loses, what theyThank you for making a differ
ing the Constitution and Bylaws akearn from participation is the mosnce within your profession.




IMPORTANT DATES

Dec. 56-7: Super 7 State Football Championships, Auburn University, Jordeiare Stadium
Dec. 15: AHSAA State Cheerleading Competition, Hanceville

Dec. 17: 32nd Alabamississippi All-Star Football Game, Cramton Bowl, 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 21: AHSAA Office closes for Christmas Holidays

Dec. 25: Merry Christmas

Jan. 1: Happy New Year

Jan. 3:  AHSAA Office opens for business




